PREFACE

THE author presents his apologies to the critics whose
duty it may be to read the following chapters. They
were originally written in 1915, as part of a larger volume,
the publication of which was prevented by the exigencies
of war. The chapters dealing with internal affairs were
published in Japan at the Cross Roads in 1917. After the
unexpectedly favourable reception accorded to that work
and to a previous volume, The Secret Memoirs of Count
Tadasu Hayashi, the pitcher has some trepidation in going
to the well for a third time.

The present volume consists of the chapters of the
MSS. referred to above dealing with Japan's Foreign
Affairs, with such extension and elaboration as may have
been necessary to bring it up to date. To a large degree,
therefore, the matters principally related belong to the
years 1911 to 1914. But as the events of those years are
closely united to the events which have since occurred in
China, they are not altogether without interest to students
of Far Eastern affairs.

So far as those years are concerned the author has
relied almost entirely on his own memoranda. For the
subsequent years he is indebted to correspondence, and to
the files of The Japan Chronicle, The Japan Gazette, and
the China Treaty Port foreign papers, all of which are
mines of great historical value. Incidentally it should be
remarked that there is no file of these papers available
at any British institution, which appears to be a serious
oversight of most important raw material for future
historians. The Japan and China Treaty Port foreign
papers very frequently contain articles of the first im-